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<Haddon Primary School Policy Statement>

Homework Policy
Rationale:
Homework helps students by complementing and reinforcing classroom learning, fostering good habits of lifelong learning, self discipline and by providing an opportunity for students to be responsible for their own learning. Parents, in partnership with the school, should encourage their child to establish good homework patterns as it is a valuable part of schooling and offers parents the opportunity to participate in their child’s education.  
Aims:
· To ensure that parents are aware that homework is an integral part of school activities

· To ensure that students follow up work at home

· To provide parents with an opportunity to observe some of their child’s work and involve themselves in their child’s learning

· To ensure that expectations of time spent on homework are reasonable.
· Guidelines: The Homework Guidelines have been developed by the Department with the assistance of parents, teachers and students in primary and secondary schools in Victoria. School Councils—in partnership with the principal and teachers and after consultation with

parents and students—are responsible for developing and publishing a homework policy consistent with the Homework guidelines.
DEET guidelines provide the basis for this policy and can be viewed at:
 http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/spag/curriculum/Pages/expectations.aspx 
Homework Guidelines:

Principles:
· Parents, in partnership with the school, should encourage their children to establish good homework patterns from early primary school.

· Parents should be advised of homework expectations at the beginning of the school year and be provided with a copy of the school’s homework policy.
· Upper primary students should use homework diaries. Diaries provide a means of regular communication between parents and the school.

· Failure by students to complete homework on a regular basis should be followed up with parents.

Homework 
Years Prep to Year 2

· Consist of daily reading to, with, and by parents/caregivers or older siblings.
· Practicing reading of  high frequency sight words

Years 3 and 4
· Maths Mates completed at home and corrected in class

· Spelling Words / or Vocab
· Reading every night (minimum 5 nights a week) recorded in reading Diary

· One home  Project for the year with timeline for completion
Years 5 and 6

·  Maths Mates completed at home and corrected in class

· Speeches –  rehearsal and feedback

·  Spelling Words
· Reading every night (minimum 5 nights a week)

· Students keep own calendar and timetables on their netbooks  

· One home project for the year with timeline for completion
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