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<Haddon Primary School Policy Statement>

English Policy
Rationale:
Literacy enables students to actively participate in society. The ability to competently read, write, speak and listen enables students to confidently communicate and further their learning. Literacy allows people to understand, to appreciate, to make judgements and decisions and, to act to control their lives, and to learn about themselves and the world.
Aims:
The English program aims to develop in students:

· the ability to speak, listen, read and write effectively with confidence, purpose and enjoyment

· a knowledge of the ways in which language varies according to context, purpose, audience and content and the capacity to apply this knowledge
· a knowledge of the linguistic patterns used to construct different texts and  the capacity to apply this knowledge, especially in writing

· a broad knowledge of a range of texts and a capacity to relate this to aspects of contemporary society and personal experience

· the capacity to analyse and discuss texts and language critically

· a knowledge of the ways textual interpretation and understanding may vary according to cultural, social and personal differences, and the capacity to develop reasoned arguments about interpretation and meaning

Implementation:

· All students will study a sequential English course based upon the AUSVELS.
· Ten hours of literacy instruction will be provided a week. The two hour daily literacy session will include one hour of reading and one hour of writing.  Wherever possible, a daily two hour uninterrupted literacy block at the beginning of each day will be timetabled. 
· Spelling lessons will be timetabled outside the literacy block and will consist of three 30 minute sessions per week.

· The school will have in place an organized program based on AusVELS, that integrates reading, writing. speaking and listening using a variety of text types and contexts, building literacy skills and knowledge. 

· Teachers will work with their unit to develop a Literacy Plan for the year based on AusVELS. This planner will then be used to develop a planner for each term.

· The daily literacy program will be based upon the term planner and each teacher will be responsible for developing their daily program,

· Student individual abilities will be monitored using the processes and timelines outlined in the Haddon Primary School Assessment and Testing Schedule. 
· Teachers will engage in moderation and use a range of assessment tools to ensure that assessments are comparable and accurate.
· Teachers will use data collected to ensure that they are informed about student progress within their classroom. The identified needs of each student will be catered for in the daily program.
· An annual Literacy Provision Plan will form the framework and the instructional practice throughout the school.

· Individual learning plans will be developed for those students needing extra support. The classroom teacher and the curriculum/learning coordinator will analyse data collected to identify these particular students.
· Intervention in the Early Years is seen as crucial and intervention programs will be provided in the Early Years for those students identified as most in need. 
· Wherever possible intervention programs will also be provided for those students in grades 3-6 identified as requiring extra support.
· For those students performing above expected levels, extension/ enrichment programs will be provided.

· Staff will undertake Professional Development to ensure that they are conversant with current best practice in literacy teaching. 
· Classrooms will provide a relevant, rich and stimulating learning environment where students will be challenged, engaged in their learning and supported in their efforts.  Classroom routines will be established and used to maximise learning time.
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